
 

Spring 2023 Newsletter 

  
Spring Term 2023 

  
Dear Parents & Children of Class 6, 
  

Firstly, a huge thank you from all the Year 6 team for our very kind and thoughtful gifts. We are very lucky 
to work with such generous families and we hope that the festive season was just as good to you! Welcome 
back to school in 2023. 
  

Terms 2 and 3 are critically important for our children as we work to ensure they have all the skills and 
knowledge to help them prepare for transition into secondary school. We are looking forward to working with 
you all to ensure the motivation, attendance and wellbeing of the children is in the best possible place to 
support a fun and fruitful spring term. 
  

English 
As always, our learning in English ensures progression in handwriting, GPAS (Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling), writing, reading and oracy. We will also have a virtual visit from Abi Elphinstone in January and look 
forward to World Book Day after half term. Our core texts will be non-fiction about evolution, Sky Song 
(Abi Elphinstone) and We Are All Born Free (United Nations). Our Reader ’s Theatre texts will include poetry 
by William Blake and William Shakespeare, as well as excerpts from speeches. The children will  especially 
develop their ability to memorise and perform texts with an audience’s understanding in mind. 
  

Children in Year 6 must continue to read at home every day. The children were brilliant at this (with your 
fantastic support and encouragement) last year and we hope they will pick up again straight after the break. 
Reading comprehension is especially critical and we would love it if you can discuss the books children are 
reading with them to ensure they have a deep understanding and their own ideas about the text. 
  

We will continue weekly spelling tests, with learning throughout the week and a test on the Friday. We will 
directly teach the children using their phonic knowledge, memory techniques (e.g. mnemonics and visuals) and 
morphology and etymology of the words. Children must practice these techniques and continue to learn 
their spellings at home during the week. 
  
Mathematics 
Terms 2 and 3 see the introduction of some new mathematical concepts for the children to get their teeth 
into - ratio and algebra. We will also consolidate and extend our knowledge and skills in decimals, fraction, 
geometry and statistics. Children will need to develop their problem-solving skills, especially multi-step 
problems, this term, and we have a combination of investigations and retrieval practice to support them with 
this. 
  
At the end of Year 6, children’s progress in maths will be measured using timed assessments in the SATS. 
Of course, this will become the norm for them as they proceed through secondary school, but it is quite new 
for them this year! We will work to ensure they are familiar with timed, independent work. For families who 
wish to support this at home, there are a wide range of SATS preparation materials available, which can 
really help the children to feel confident with the types of questions and timed conditions, outside of the 
pressure of school and peers. 
  
We have seen a huge improvement in the children’s Times Tables through TTRS and expect the children to 
continue a few minutes’ practice each day if possible. It is so beneficial for every part of their maths 
learning. 
  
Science 
In Terms 3 & 4 we will learn about animal kingdoms, evolution, habitats and inheritance. It is a fascinating 
range of content that will particularly enable children to develop their skills in researching and presenting 
scientific data, exploring the scientific process and understanding the work of major individuals in the 
development of scientific knowledge. 
  
History 
In Term 3 we learn all about World War 2, a topic the children find fascinating. We will explore the politics 
surrounding the decision to go to war, try to get a real understanding of what life was like for ordinary 
people during the war and build our critical thinking skills by considering sources from WW2 from different 
perspectives. We will be able to use this knowledge to get great understanding from our rescheduled 
Bletchley Park trip (watch this space - details are almost finalised!). 



 Geography 
Geography in Term 4 looks at Mexico. Deepening the children’s knowledge of South America from Year 5, we 
will explore the human and physical geography of Mexico. 
  
Art and Design Technology (DT) 
In Art (Term 3) our topic is ‘Make My Voice Heard’ and we know the children will absolutely love the chance 
to explore art as a means of self-expression. We will use a wide range of artistic media and explore the art 
of different cultures to develop powerful pieces of our own. 
  
In DT (Term 4) we will look at the structures of playground apparatus and make models of our own designs. 
We will need to ask for your help with materials again, please, although this time we are focused on junk 
modelling materials and I will send a reminder nearer to the time! 
  
Religious Education (RE) 
In Terms 3 and 4 we will learn how different faiths and different individuals express their beliefs and 
consider our own views. We will particularly explore the expression of beliefs through charity, generosity, 
arts and architecture. 
  
French 
In French we will learn to talk about our pets (a subject very close to many of the children ’s hearts!) and the 
seasons. We will continue to develop our understanding of French phonics and grammar, as well as the key 
skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
  
Computing 
In Term 3 we will explore Big Data. This includes how data is captured, transmitted, analysed and used in real 
world scenarios. We will learn about QR and Bar Codes as well as use excel software to manipulate data to 
understand it better. 
  
In Term 4 we explore the history of computers. As well as understanding the very early history of computing 
and its development especially during WW2, we will explore computers that changed the world and imagine 
what computers of the future will be like. I know the children are going to find this fascinating! 
  
Physical Education (PE) 
Swimming will be on Friday afternoons from 13th January. Please make sure children have all their swimming 
equipment in school on a Friday. This includes swimming caps, hairbands, swimming costumes (no two-pieces, 
please) or trunks, goggles and towels. We would be so grateful if the children also consider their clothing on 
Fridays with getting changed in mind - the less fiddly the better as we do have a very tight turnaround in the 
changing rooms! 
  
PSHE 
PSHE remains an absolutely critical part of our curriculum as the children continuously change, grow and ask 
all kinds of challenging and important questions. We will explore Dreams and Goals in Term 3 and Healthy Me 
in Term 4. These are topics the children (and many of you!) have already broached with us, so please do keep 
communicating about issues you especially want us to talk about with the children. These are important times 
and we do our very best to ensure they have a safe and productive space to discuss how to achieve their 
potential. 

  
Homework 
Our homework expectations remain the same in Terms 3 and 4. In particular, we are preparing the children 
for the independent expectations of secondary school and very much encourage them to come to us directly 
with questions about homework, rather than relying on their parents to do it for them! Hopefully they are all 
very familiar with the expectations, but as a reminder, we expect: 

•    Daily reading with an adult 
•    Daily spelling practice (for their weekly test on Friday) 
•    Daily Times Tables Rockstars practice 
•    Weekly handwriting practic 

The whole school retains a focus on reading. We will check reading records once a week and celebrate 
evidence for daily reading using Rainbow Reader certificates. 
  
In addition, we will share (on Seesaw) suggested activities, websites, films and books that link to our topics 
to deepen children’s learning and build their enthusiasm. We will upload Knowledge Mats for foundation 
subjects that outline the key knowledge children should have on completion of each unit. 
  
We are all looking forward to 2023 and supporting the children to achieve great things over the coming 
months. 
  
Best wishes, 
Dr Crowther and the Year 6 team 


