
 

Autumn 2022 Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to the new school year and to the Juniors! I hope everyone had a great summer break and that, like me, 
you are enthusiastic and eager to begin this year’s learning journey. I would like to take this opportunity to say how 
excited Mrs Clarke and I are about getting to know your child and we aim to make this year full of successful 
learning experiences and a lot of fun! 
 

Here is a summary of the work we will be covering in Terms 1 and 2. 
 

In English, We have a challenging and adventurous curriculum for Terms 1 and 2, covering handwriting, GPaS 
(Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling), writing, reading and oracy. Our core text will be Feargal Fly Private Eye: The 
Riddle of the Koh-i-poor (Louise Glasspoole). We will also be using various animations and non-fiction texts, as a 
stimulus to write and learn key English skills. Top Secret: Agent Training will continue!! 
 

I understand that many children are eager to read the upcoming text before we read them in class, however, please 
refrain from doing so, where possible, to avoid diminishing the curiosity, anticipation and predicting when we study 
them in class. We will be using texts, such as these, to inspire written work after having the opportunity to explore 
them using spoken language, hot seating and drama. The written task will focus on developing spelling, 
punctuation and grammar within writing genres that include recounts, narratives, diaries, letters, newspaper 
reports, non-fiction reports, information texts and poems, along with a variety of comprehension activities. 
 

Our new handwriting scheme will ensure the children are fast and accurate writers, which is very important as our 
expectations for writing at length develop over the year. 
There is a home support package for this and we encourage children to use it:  

www.letterjoin.co.uk 

username: dw3577 password: home 

 

Children in Year 3 must read at home every day. We will visit the school library each week and they will continue to 
have the opportunity to visit it during lunchtimes. Many of our children love to read alone and we encourage this, 
but it is also critical for them to read aloud and to discuss the book. We will support children ’s reading through 
prosody, fluency and comprehension skills during our Reader’s Theatre. 
 

We will continue weekly spelling tests, with learning throughout the week and a test on the Friday. We will directly 
teach the children using their phonic knowledge, memory techniques (e.g. mnemonics and visuals) and 
morphology and etymology of the words. Children must practice these techniques and continue to learn their 
spellings at home during the week. 
 

In Mathematics, we will be developing concepts to embed and revise learning from Key Stage 1, as well as 
learning new and challenging concepts. 
 

Number – Place Value Number – Addition and Subtraction Number – Multiplication and Division Consolidation 

 

It is imperative that children know all their times tables by heart along with the corresponding division facts. For 
example; 3 x 4 = 12 so 12 ÷ 3 = 4. We will initially begin by revising and rapidly recalling the 2, 5 and 10 times 
tables before moving on to the 3, 4 & 8 times tables (up to 12 times). We will be focusing on times tables daily in 
the class, but this is something that with your support, regularly practising at home, would be beneficial to your 
child’s success and confidence in many mathematical concepts. We also have some exciting news about Times 
Tables Rockstars, later in the term! 
 

In Science this term, we will be learning about forces and magnets and comparing and grouping materials based 
on their magnetic properties. We will explore fair testing and the effect of changing variables to investigate the 
strength of magnets and how they attract and repel each other. 
 

Science in term 2, we will be learning about light. We will consolidate our prior learning about light and light 
sources, investigating how shadows are made and if all materials create the same shadows. The key vocabulary of 
transparent, translucent and opaque will be used to categorise materials and help us to explain the difference 
between shadows. Pattern finding and explaining reasoning for this will help us to explore how and why shadows 
caused by the sun change throughout the day. 
 

In History, we will be learning about the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age. Within our topic, we will learn about 



chronology, changes that occurred during this period of time and study artefacts to learn how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 

Term 2 will begin our exciting Geography learning, locating continents and countries around the world. We will 
focus particularly on Europe, North America and Asia where we will learn about their location, and geographical and 
human features. We will also learn about climate zones and develop an understanding of different weather 
conditions and how they are caused. 
 

In Computing we will be consolidating and improving upon our existing skills. We start with an introduction to the 
concept of networks, learning how devices communicate. Identifying components, learning how information is 
shared and exploring examples of real-world networks. 
 

Term 2, builds on the use of the ‘ScratchJr’ application in Year 2, progressing to using the more advanced 
computer-based application called ‘Scratch’, learning to use repetition or ‘loops’ and building upon skills to program; 
an animation, a story and a game. 
 

In Art and Design, Term 1, the children will discover how and why our ancient ancestors made art, experimenting 
with natural materials to make homemade paints and playing with scale to paint on a range of surfaces. This links 
really well with our History learning. 
 

During Term 2, in Design and Technology we will learn about various fruits and vegetables, and when, where and 
why they are grown in different seasons. Discover the relationship between colour and health benefits. 
 

In Music, the children have the exciting opportunity to learn violins, all year, which should inspire students to take 
up an instrument and develop a love of music. They will be regularly involved in using their voices (children use a 
song to help learn the names of the violin strings), using different types of notation, in improvising and composing 
and undertaking listening activities that cover a wide range of genres and musical styles. 
 

In PSHE/SMSC will be starting to look at ‘Getting to Know each other’ and understanding who they are and how do 
they fit. They will be setting personal goals, understand self-identity and worth, positivity in challenges, rules, rights 
and responsibilities and responsible choices, seeing things from others’ perspectives 

 

In term 2 they will learn to celebrate differences and respecting similarities and differences. They will learn about 
families and their differences, family conflict and how to manage it (child-centred), witnessing bullying and how to 
solve it, recognising how words can be hurtful 
and giving and receiving compliments 

 

French. Now we are in the juniors, we will begin our fun and interactive French learning, following the Language 
Angels scheme of work. During Term 1, we will be focussing on learning to pinpoint France and other French 
speaking countries on a map of the world, Ask and answer the question ‘How are you?’ in French, Say ‘Hello’ and 
‘Goodbye’ in French, Ask and answer the question ‘What is your name?’ in French Count to ten in French and Say 
ten colours in French. 
 

In term 2, our French learning will cover: Count to 20, say their name and age, say hello and goodbye and then ask 
how somebody is feeling and answer how they are feeling, tell you where they live, tell you their nationality and 
understand basic gender agreement rules. 
 

In Religious Education we will be focussing on ‘What does it mean to be a Christian in Britain today?’. We will find 
out what Christians do to show their faith in how they help their local community. Explore what Christians do to 
show their faith within their church communities and also find out about some ways in which Christians make a 
difference in the worldwide community. 
 

At present, Physical Education will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays including an outdoor session, so please 
ensure that your child has a suitable kit for when it is cold – tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirt, ideally navy or grey. 
Come rain or shine we do go outside so please ensure during these colder terms that your child has appropriate 
outdoor clothing. A pair of shorts will also be needed for indoor PE of dance or gym. 
 

PE Lessons: TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

PE KIT WILL GO HOME ON WEDNESDAY AND NEEDS TO BE BACK IN SCHOOL MONDAY. 
 

 

HOMEWORK 

Children in Year 3 are encouraged to develop their learning at home as much as possible. 
At a minimum, this should include: 
• Daily reading with an adult 
• Daily spelling practice 

• Daily Times Tables Rockstars practice (Log ins to be shared after Launch Day on September 19th) 



• Weekly handwriting practice using Letter-join 

 

The whole school retains a focus on reading. We will check reading records once a week and celebrate evidence 
for daily reading using Rainbow Reader certificates. 
 

In addition, we will share (on Seesaw) suggested activities, websites, films and books that link to our topics to 
deepen children’s learning and build their enthusiasm. We will upload Knowledge Mats for foundation subjects that 
outline the key knowledge children should have on completion of each unit. 
 

 

Rewards 
Good work and behaviour will result in house points, star of the week, star of the day, table points and dragon tears 
(whole class reward). I believe in having a positive approach with the children and will praise them regularly and 
wherever I can. 
 

Time to discuss any issues 
Please email me (p.burns@cobham.kent.sch.uk) if you have any queries regarding your child, but I would also 
encourage the children to come and speak to me themselves. This might be to relieve a worry before going home, 
or after having discussed it with you. I think it is important for the children to start to think for themselves and work 
out how to solve problems independently if they can. Obviously, any larger issues should be dealt with me directly 
and if needed we can arrange a face-to-face meeting. 
 

In conclusion, I look forward to a great year, meeting and working with you, to strive and achieve the potential of 
your child. 
 

Kind regards, 
Mr Burns 


