
January 2023 

YEAR 3 NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents,  
 

Happy New Year and welcome to the start of Term 3. I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas 

break and are well rested for the exciting terms ahead. Firstly, I would like to take this 

opportunity, on behalf of Mrs Clarke and myself, to say a massive thank you for the wonderful 

cards and presents that we received at the end of last year! It was so thoughtful and generous; 

we were overwhelmed – thank you so very much! 

 
Here is a summary of the work we will be covering in Terms 3 and 4: 

 

In English we will be studying texts such as Into the Woods by Anthony Brown as well as reading 

a range of other fiction texts: George’s Marvellous Medicine & New Kid including poems. We also 

spend time exploring non-fiction books about extreme weathers. We will be using texts, such as 

these, to inspire written work after having the opportunity to explore them using spoken language, 

hot seating and drama (creating more wonderful videos!). Written tasks will focus on developing 

spelling, punctuation and grammar within writing genres that include recounts, narratives, diaries, 
letters, newspaper reports, non-fiction reports, information texts and poems, along with a variety 

of comprehension activities.  

  

In Maths, we will be developing concepts to embed and revise, as well as learning new concepts.  

These are the concepts we will be covering this term:  

 

• Addition and Subtraction 

• Multiplication and Division 
• Length and Perimeter 

• Fractions 

• Mass and Capacity 

 

Playing board games and quick recall games on Mathletics will help to reinforce basic addition and 

subtraction facts which will support our learning of column methods during the year. Times tables 

facts continue to be a focus. It is important that children know all their times tables by heart 

and the corresponding division facts up to multiples of 12.  For example; 4 times 6 is 24 so 24 
divided into groups of 6 is 4. Regularly practising at home, would be beneficial to your child’s 
success and confidence in many mathematical concepts. Times Tables Rock Stars has been an 

excellent way to practice and I have seen huge improvements in the children’s fluency. As part of 
their homework, they need to be using Times Tables Rock Stars at least 3 times a week. 

  

History in Term 3, will begin our exciting learning about the Ancient Egyptian civilisation. We will 

learn about daily life in Ancient Egyptian times and the importance in the River Nile. We will 
discover how the Ancient Egyptian Gods played an important role in their beliefs and rituals.  

 

 

In Geography we will be learning about volcanoes, one of the most fascinating phenomena in the 

world. The class will learn where in the world volcanoes are found before looking at how and why 

volcanoes erupt. They will explore the positive and negative impact of eruptions on the 



environment. They will also have the opportunity to explore two volcanic areas in detail, and 

investigate the flora and fauna that inhabit these areas. 

 
Science in Term 3 & 4 we will continue with a focus on Rocks.  During this unit, the children will learn where 

different types of rocks can be found, the different characteristics that they have and how igneous, 

sedimentary and metamorphic rock are formed. They will also identify and classify different types of soil 

and learn about fossils. 

 

In Art, we will be exploring two of the formal elements of art: shape and tone; children find 

shapes in everyday objects; use shapes as guidelines to draw accurately from observation; create 

form and shape using wire and practice shading neatly and from light to dark 

 
In Design and Technology, during Term 4, the children design, code, make and promote a 

Micro:bit electronic charm to use in low-light conditions, developing their understanding of 

programming to monitor and control their products. 

  

In Religious Education this term we will be focussing on Christianity and looking at the meaning, 

interpretation and significance of God.  We will also investigate why festivals are important.   

 
Physical Education will continue to have PE on Tuesdays (indoor) and Wednesdays (outdoor). 

Please ensure that your child has suitable kit for when it is cold – tracksuit bottoms and 

sweatshirt, ideally navy or grey and also a lightweight waterproof for when it rains! 

 

Please ensure that if girls are coming to school in tights, that they have a spare pair of socks as 

part of their PE kit!  

 

The children will be developing their ball skills and hand eye coordination playing Basketball and 
later during the Spring term learning and developing the rules for individual player and also team 

games. The children will develop their understanding of cooperation and team skills while also 

developing an understanding of the importance of good sportsman ship. During our indoor PE 

lessons, the children will be learning a dance where the children will perform fluent movements, 

work co-operatively as part of a group and self-assess their own understanding and performance. 

 

In Computing, the children will investigate and explore 'spam', 'junk' and 'phishing' emails and 

how to avoid being tricked by fake emails as not all emails are honest and trustworthy. In term 
4, the children will delve inside a computer and recognise inputs and outputs and that the 

computer sends and receives information. They will explain how the different parts of a laptop 

work together and the purpose of each part. 

 

In Music, the children will continue to learn the violin, understanding musical notation and playing 

in a group. They will also be listening to different music genres, styles and artists from different 

countries.  
 
In French we will carry on with our fun and interactive Language Angels, includes learning how to 

say the nouns in French for members of their family, continue to count, reaching 100, to enable 

students to say the age of various family members and understand the concept of mon, ma and 

mes in French. 

 



In PSHE/SMSC will be looking at the topic of ‘Dreams and Goals’, where the children will 

understand that some people face difficult challenges but are still able to achieve success. They 

will identify their dreams and ambitions while recognising what obstacles they might need to 

overcome. 

 

Homework 

Reading as always is a priority for all of our children, as it opens up the world to them in so many 

ways. All we are asking of every parent is that you hear your child read EVERY day and share a 

love of books with them throughout this term. No other homework will be set other than this and 

spelling contract! We will hopefully see a massive impact upon the children's reading this term. 

 

 Homework should include: 

• Daily reading with an adult  
• Daily spelling practice 

• At least three times a week, Times Tables Rock Stars practice  

 

As always, I would like to reiterate that your continued encouragement and support is vital to 

your child’s success.  School and home should be a partnership working together to support your 

child in their learning and to maximise their success, therefore should you or your child have any 

worries or problems please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am confident that we will have a 

fantastic Spring term and I look forward to continuing to help your child achieve their goals. 
 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Burns 


