
 

 

Why good attendance is a priority 

at Cobham Primary School, it 

allows our pupils… 

 

 

 To Learn 

 To achieve 

 To gain qualifications 

 To develop new skills 

 To build confidence and self 

esteem 

 To make friends 

 To experience new things in life 

 To develop awareness of other 

cultures, religions, ethnicity and 

gender differences 

 To have the best possible start in 

life 

 

“The greater the attendance, 
the greater the achievement” 
 

 

 

 

 

Education is not an option – 

It’s compulsory... 
 

Holidays in term time 

School holiday dates are published well in 

advance and parents are expected to plan and 

take their family holidays at this time so as not 

to disrupt their children education.  

Holidays taken during term time will be 

categorised as an unauthorised absence unless 

written permission has been given by the head 

teacher due to exceptional circumstances. 

 

Parents can be fined for taking their 

child on holiday during term time. 

 

Punctuality  
The School, by law has to take a register of 

pupils first thing in the morning and in the 

afternoon (two sessions per day). If a pupil is 

late but the register is still open they are 

marked as late. If a pupil arrives late and the 

register is closed, without a satisfactory 

explanation, it may be classed as an 

unauthorised absence. This may lead to legal 

action for not insuring regular and punctual 

school attendance. As an example, if a child 

arrives at school 15 minutes late each day they 

lose almost 2 weeks of education a year. 

 

Every school day counts 

Every single day a pupil is absent from school it 

equates to a day of lost learning. Attendance 

percentages can be misleading. 

 
100% 0 Days of 

absence 

No days of learning 

missed 
outstanding 

97% 6 Days of 

absence 

1 week and 1 day of 

learning missed 
good 

96% 7.5 Days of 

absence 

1 week and 2.5 days 

of learning missed 
satisfactory 

90% 19 Days of 

absence 

3 weeks and 4 days 

of learning missed 
unacceptable 

85% 28 Days of 

absence 

5 weeks and 3 days 

of learning missed 

possible legal 

proceedings 

 

90% might seem like an acceptable leave of 

absence.  

The reality is, that 90% attendance means that 

your child will miss half a school day each week 

or 19 days of school during the school year- 

that’s nearly 4 weeks of school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

How parents can help… 

 

 Establish a good routine in the mornings 

and evenings so your child is prepared for 

the school day ahead  

 Ensure your child arrives to school on time- 

not late 

 Arrange dental and medical appointments 

outside of school hours when possible 

 Always inform the School when your child is 

absent due to illness- this should be 

followed up by a written note when your 

child returns to school 

 Take family holidays outside term time 

 Talk to your child about School and take 

interest in their School and homework- 

attend parent’s evenings and School events 

 Praise and reward your child’s 
achievements at School 

 Discuss any problems or difficulties- staff 

are there to help and will be supportive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A pupil who misses a day of school 

per week misses an equivalent of 

two years of their school life. 

 

 

 

 

Give your child the best start in 

life- every school day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What the law says… 

 
 The Education Act 1996 states that 

parents and carers must ensure that all 

children of compulsory school age (5-

16) receive a full-time education that is 

suitable for their age, ability, aptitude 

and special educational needs 

 

 As a parent you may be committing an 

offence if you fail to ensure that your child 

attends school regularly. 

 Once you have registered your child at a 

school it is your responsibility to make sure 

that s/he attends regularly and punctually 

 If you fail to do so the local authority has a 

statutory duty to consider legal action to 

enforce school attendance. This may 

involve the issuing of a penalty notice, 

Prosecution or application for an Education 

Supervision Order 

 

. 

 


