
 

Autumn 2022 Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 

A very warm welcome back to you all.  I hope you and your children have all had a great summer break, are well 
rested and ready to take on some exciting challenges this year. I know I am! I am aware that for many parents and 
children this is an anxious time, moving to a new year group. The year 2 team and myself are committed and 
excited to support the children’s transition back into school life and we are so excited to help them learn and grow 
during the course of the year. The curriculum is jam-packed, fun, challenging and exciting; I hope the children will 
enjoy this year immensely. 
 

The year 2 team this year will comprise of myself, Mrs Usher and Miss Courtney. If you have any questions 
throughout the forthcoming weeks please feel free to contact me via email, a note or I am always available for a 
chat at the end of the day. 
 

Throughout this year, reading will be my priority as it is fundamental to learning and the children ’s progress 
throughout year 2. Reading books will be checked and changed every Monday. The `Rainbow Reading Challenge’ 
will continue this year. This is to try and read a minimum of 5 times a week (but daily is always ideal) with an adult 
for 10 to 15 minutes. There are certificates towards a free book of their choosing by way of incentive and I hope 
you will support your child in this.   
 

During your reading time you should focus on:  
Decoding – sounding out any unfamiliar words and focus on becoming fluent while reading. 
Prosody – using expression when reading. 
Comprehension – ask your child a few simple questions about the book.  
  

Your child’s reading record now has a bookmark explaining each step when reading at home. If you require any 
support with this, please do not hesitate to ask. Children love to read to an adult and the benefits in terms of 
improvement in their reading ability will be immense by the end of the year. 
 

We hope that by visiting the library every Monday we can encourage the children to develop a love of reading. 
Please ensure your child’s library book is returned each Monday so they can pick a new book. 
 

To support your child’s reading and spelling fluency, phonics will continue to be taught on a daily basis for the first 
term. These will be recap phonics sessions; based on the sounds I know the class need to work on. If your child 
needs to retake the phonics screening then they will have extra catch up sessions throughout the year. 
 

We are continuing with our weekly spelling test, one on a Monday, before learning the words, and one on a Friday. 
I will email you separately details of the spelling groups and the types of spellings they will be learning. Throughout 
the week we will have separate spelling lessons to learn the words in school as well as their learning at home.  
 

In English, we will be diving into a range of books. Our core texts will include ‘Class 2 at the Zoo’ , ‘Beegu’, ‘The 
Snail and Whale’ and ‘The Dragon Snatcher’. We will focus on embedding basic punctuation, using conjunctions to 
extend sentences; in addition to introducing and using higher level punctuation and language. We will also be 
learning about different sentence types and using them in our work. We will have daily handwriting sessions, which 
will encourage children to write in a joined cursive script to ensure they are confident and independent writers by 
the end of the year. If your child is not ready for joining then we will begin joining at an appropriate time for 
them. There is a home support package for this and we encourage children to use it:  

Letter-join whole school handwriting scheme (letterjoin.co.uk) 
username: dw3577 password: home. 

 

In Maths, we have many new concepts to learn and expand upon. We will begin, in Term 1, by consolidating our 
existing understanding of place value then move onto addition and subtraction. In Term 2, our learning will focus on 
shape and money with a short introduction to multiplication and division before the Christmas holidays. We will 
focus on different practical, visual and written methods for the children to be successful mathematicians. We will 
continue with our maths mastery sessions 3 times a week, consolidating the children ’s understanding of number 
and deepening their mathematical knowledge and skills. 
 

Science in Term 1 is all about everyday materials, our lessons will involve many practical and fun experiments. In 
Term 2 we are learning about animals including humans, this a fun exciting topic, which I know the class, will 
enjoy.  
 



Our learning in History in Term 1 is about houses and homes, both now and in the past, and will include lots of new 
vocabulary for the children to learn and use. In Term 2 we will be doing Geography and learning about our local 
village, this will concentrate on map skills. 
 

In Term 1 we will be doing Art, focusing on the formal elements of art, involving texture, tone and 3D drawing. In 
Term 2 our DT learning will concentrate on structures and we will be making Baby Bear’s Chair (Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears).  
 

RE in Term 1 will focus on Islam and understanding their cultures and practices. In Term 2 we will focus on sacred 
texts, the children were introduced to this last year so we will be building upon their prior knowledge and skills. 
 

For Term 1 Computing, our question is ‘What is a computer?’ this will involve exploring technology, understanding 
how it is controlled and designing our own technology for a purpose. In Term 2, we will be focusing on algorithms 
and debugging, the children loved this learning last year and will be excited to continue and build upon their skills.  
 

PSHE will focus on new beginnings and belonging in Term 1, helping children to recognise and deal with positive 
and negative emotions. In Term 2, our topic is celebrating differences. We will be really focussing on the children ’s 
wellbeing and mental health and ensuring our classroom is a safe space for them to express how they feel and any 
worries they may have.  
 

In Music we will be expanding our knowledge and skills using instruments and creating music to the theme of a 
book, in Term 1. Singing will be our focus for Term 2 and practising our nativity songs!  
 

We will have weekly P4C (philosophy for children) sessions; we will concentrate on a different question every week. 
These conversations work on the children’s listening, thinking and talking skills. 
 

Also, the children will have PE twice a week, once on a Monday and once on a Thursday. Some lessons will be 
outside so it is important that your children have appropriate PE kit that is suitable for most weathers – navy / black 
jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt! Come rain or shine we do go outside, therefore please ensure the children have 
appropriate outdoor clothing. Please can the children continue coming into school, on these days, dressed for PE. 
We will only have PE on Thursday w/b Monday 5th September 2022.  
 

We are continuing with Seesaw, it is lovely to share the children ’s learning and hard work with you, I know the 
children really enjoy it. It was lovely to hear feedback from some of you regarding Seesaw and seeing the fabulous 
work! Each Friday we will have a short show and tell session before home time.  
 

Finally, I am so excited for the year ahead and I cannot wait to see the children grow in their skills and knowledge 
this year. Thank you for your support and I look forward to having an incredible year together! 
 

Many thanks, 
Miss Chiarletti, Mrs Usher and Miss Courtney 


