
 

Autumn 2022 Newsletter 

Dear Parents & Children of Year 1, 
 

A huge welcome back to school after what we hope has been a fantastic break. We hope you all had a wonderful 
rest and are ready for the challenges of year 1. This year the year 1 team will include: Miss Serantes, Miss Styles, 
Mrs. Lyons, and Mrs. Jones. We are all looking forward to working with your children this academic year.   
 

Reading remains a huge priority in year 1. The children must read daily to an adult. This is crucial to support your 
child’s reading skills. Please record each read in your child’s reading record. Your child’s home reading books will 
continue to be changed on a Wednesday. The ‘Rainbow Reading Challenge’ will continue this year. The children 
work towards certificates over the year and all children completing the challenge will receive a book. 
  

During your reading time you should focus on: 
Decoding – sounding our any unfamiliar words and focus on becoming fluent while reading. 
Prosody – using expression when reading. 
Comprehension – ask your child a few simple questions about the book. 
 

Your child’s reading record now has a bookmark explaining each step to support you when reading at home.  
We hope that by visiting the library every Tuesday we can encourage the children to develop a love of reading. 
Please ensure that your child’s library book is returned each Tuesday so that they can select a new book.  
 

Spellings will be taught over the course of the week, and these will be sent home each Monday to enable you to 
support your child to learn these. The children will be tested on these each Friday and will be sent home in their 
spelling book. 
 

English 
We have a challenging and adventurous curriculum for Terms 1 and 2, covering handwriting, GPAS (Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling), writing, reading and oracy. Our core texts will include We ’re Going on a Bear Hunt and 
The Gruffalo. We will continue to support children’s prosody, fluency and comprehension during our whole class 
guided reading sessions. 
 

Our new handwriting scheme will ensure the children are fast and accurate writers, which is very important as our 
expectations for writing at length develop over the year. There is a home support package for this and we 
encourage children to use it: username: dw3577 password: home 

 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/ 
 

Letter-join is a whole school handwriting scheme offering a combination of traditional and digital resources. These 
include classroom presentations, handwriting activities, online games and hundreds of worksheets using either a 
printed font, or a cursive font with or without a lead-in line. 
 

Maths 

In maths we have many new concepts to learn and expand upon. In Term 1 we will be focusing on place value 
moving onto addition and subtraction within 20 in term 2. We will focus on different practical, visual and written 
methods to ensure the children can be successful mathematicians. We will continue with our maths mastery 
sessions three times a week. Consolidating the children’s understanding of number and deepening their 
mathematical knowledge. 
 

Science in Term 1 is all about everyday materials, our lessons will involve many practical and fun experiments. In 
Term 2 we will be learning about seasonal changes using our local environment to support our understanding of 
how the seasons impact it. Our learning in History in Term 1 is toys, both now and in the past, and will include lots 
of new vocabulary for the children to learn and use. In Art this Term we will be focusing on the elements of 
drawing, sketching and recoding our own ideas. In Term 2 we will be learning all about structures in 
our DT lessons. The children will have the opportunity to design and make their own windmills. RE will focus on 
Christianity understanding their cultures and practices. In Computing, over the next two terms children will be 
introduced to using a mouse to navigate a computer as well as being introduced to algorithms. PSHE will focus on 
new beginnings, belonging and helping children to recognise and deal with positive and negative emotions. We will 
be really focussing on the children’s wellbeing and mental health and ensuring our classroom is a safe space for 
them to express how they feel and any worries they may have. In Music we will be expanding our knowledge and 
skills using instruments as well as understanding how to sing. We will have weekly P4C (philosophy for children) 
sessions; we will concentrate on a different question every week. These conversations work on the children ’s 
listening, thinking and talking skills. 



 

PE 

This year the children will have class PE on a Monday and Premier Sports on a Thursday. Please send your child 
into school wearing their PE kits on these days. Some lessons will be outside so it is important that your children 
have appropriate PE kit that is suitable for most weathers – navy / black jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt! Come 
rain or shine we do go outside, therefore please ensure the children have appropriate outdoor clothing. I would like 
the children to continue coming into school, on these days, dressed for PE. 
 

This year we will be moving away from Tapestry and will use Seesaw in line with the rest of the school. Login 
details will follow. It is lovely to be able to share the children’s learning and hard work with you. 
  

Show and Tell 
We will have a short show and tell session on a Friday afternoon. The children are invited to bring in an item from 
school to talk and about with the class. Ideally this should be something related to our learning in class.   
 

 

Many thanks, 
Miss Serantes, Miss Styles, Mrs Lyons and Mrs Jones 


