
 

 

 

HISTORY 

Intent 

At Cobham our broad and balanced History curriculum is underpinned by disciplinary and knowledge based concepts. The intent is to enable children to 

become historians and show contextual understanding, enthusiasm and the ability to consider opinions and evidence when exposed to opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences that they will encounter both academically and socially throughout their lives. We teach History as a discrete subject 

to ensure the children have the opportunity to focus on explicit knowledge, skills and concepts, allowing them to fine tune these areas within their 

subject. 

 
Our starting point with our EYFS children intends to allow children to explore and understand their immediate world around them through vocabulary, 

resources (such as pictorial, physical and first hand experiences) and through making simple comparisons and links to themselves. We intend that these 

immediate links can then be compared to the wider world around them, exposing similarities, differences and important contexts and themes which will 

underpin their Historical learning as they progress throughout their lives. 

 

As we move through the curriculum at Cobham these imperative foundations are built upon. Our History curriculum is influenced by the National 

Curriculum aims and knowledge. This is then supported by the knowledge, skills and concepts the children will need to be able to access the learning 

and delve deeper into their understanding of history being more than just learning about the past. The intention is  to give children opportunities to 
develop skills, concepts and knowledge which demonstrates clear progression and varied topics which look at local and national and international history 

and the impact that these events play a part in many of our lives today. It also allows children to embed knowledge into their long term memories and 

support them in the concept of chronology in the curriculum. The SMSC aims and TRUST values of Cobham support the History curriculum when learning 

about topics and is a fantastic scaffold to help make necessary links and form historical opinions. 

 

The Historical skill and knowledge based activities delivered by the team at Cobham provide high expectations and aspirations from both pupils and 

staff. The vocabulary progression allows all children to access the curriculum alongside adult support and differentiated learning. Despite Covid, our 

curriculum intends to allow all children to have a fair access and success within the subject. The intention is to allow the children to find a passion for 
History and embed both knowledge and skills which they can then apply in a variety of contexts no matter their ability. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year group  Chronological awareness Knowledge and understanding Historical contexts Organise evaluate and 

communicate information  

Year 1   Remember part of stories 

and memories about the past 

 Understand the difference 

between events that 

happened now and in the 

past. 

 Talk about things that 

happened to them in the 

past and that happened to 

other people in the past. 

 understand how to put a few 

events or objects in order 

of when they happened. 

 To use words and phrases 

such as: now, yesterday, last 

week, when I was younger, a 

long time ago, a very long 

time ago, before I was born, 

when my parents/carers 

were young 

 

 Tell the difference between 

past and present in their 

own lives and other people 

lives.  

 Listen to eye-witness 

accounts from grandparents.  

 Begin to suggest why 

something might be 

different. 

 Identify a significant person 

and the understand why 

they are significant (The 

queen)  

 Can they begin to identify 

the main differences 

between old and new 

objects?  

 Can they identify objects 

from the past? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Begin to identify and recount 

some details from the past 

from pictures and stories.  

 Find answers to simple 

questions about the past by 

using source material.  

 Discover about the past 

through role play drama. 

 Learn about the past through 

stories.  

 

 

 Show knowledge and 

understanding about the 

past in different ways: role 

play, drawing, writing, 

drama etc. 

 Find answers to simple 

questions about the past 

from sources of 

information e.g artefacts 

 To look at pictures and ask: 

Which things are old and 

new? What were the 

people doing? 

 

 
 
 



 

Year 

group 

Chronological awareness Knowledge and 

understanding 

Historical contexts Organise evaluate and 

communicate information 
Year 2  Use words and phrases like: 

before I was born, when I 

was younger  

 Use phrases and words like: 

‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, 
‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in 
their historical learning  

 Use the words ‘past’ and 
‘present’ accurately  

 Use a range of appropriate 

words and phrases to 

describe the past?  

 Sequence a set of events in 

chronological order and give 

reasons for their order 

 

 Recount the life of someone 

famous from Britain who 

lived in the past giving 

attention to what they did 

earlier and what they did 

later 

 Explain how their local area 

was different in the past  

 Recount some interesting 

facts from an historical 

event, such as where the 

‘Fire of London’ started  
 Give examples of things that 

are different in their life 

from that of their 

grandparents when they 

were young  

 Explain why Britain has a 

special history by naming 

some famous events and 

some famous people? 

 

 Look carefully at pictures, 

eyewitness accounts or 

objects to find information 

about the past.  

 Ask questions about the 

source material. 

 Say how features of the 

period influence how events 

are treated. 

 

 Write simple stories and 

recounts about the past. 

 Draw labelled diagrams and 

write about them to tell 

others about people, 

objects and events from 

the past. 

 Research the life of 

someone who used to live in 

their locality using the 

Internet and other sources 

to find out about them 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 

group 

Chronological awareness Knowledge and 

understanding 

Historical contexts Organise evaluate and 

communicate information 
Year 3  Describe events and periods 

using the words: BC, AD and 

decade  

 Describe events from the 

past using dates when things 

happened 

 Describe events and periods 

using the words: ancient and 

century 

  Use a timeline within a 

specific time in history to 

set out the order things may 

have happened 

 Use their mathematical 

knowledge to work out how 

long ago events would have 

happened? 

 

 Begin to picture what life 

would have been like for the 

early settlers?  

 Suggest why certain events 

happened as they did in 

history?  

 Suggest why certain people 

acted as they did in history? 

 

 Use a range of source 

material including visits to 

collate information about the 

past. 

 Identify the difference 

between fact and opinion.  

 Look at two different 

versions of the same event 

and viewpoints and identify 

differences in the accounts. 

 

 recognise the part that 

archaeologists have had in 

helping us understand more 

about what happened in the 

past 

 To use various sources of 

evidence to answer 

questions 

 use various sources to 

piece together information 

about a period in history?  

 use their ‘information 
finding’ skills in writing to 
help them write about 

historical information? 

(digitally and using other 

sources) 

 Can they, through 

research, identify 

similarities and 

differences between given 

periods in history? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 

group 

Chronological awareness Knowledge and 

understanding 

Historical contexts Organise evaluate and 

communicate information 
Year 4   Plot recent history on a 

timeline using centuries  

 Place periods of history on a 

timeline showing periods of 

time  

 Use their mathematical 

skills to round up time 

differences into centuries 

and decades 

 Use words and phrases: 

century, decade, ancient 

civilisations, period and topic 

related vocabulary which 

denotes the period.  

  

 Explain how events from the 

past have helped shape our 

lives  

 Identify how people who 

lived in the past cooked and 

travelled differently and 

used different weapons 

from ours  

 Recognise that the lives of 

wealthy people were very 

different from those of 

poor people 

 Appreciate how items found 

belonging to the past are 

helping us to build up an 

accurate picture of how 

people lived in the past 

 

 Understand the difference 

between primary and 

secondary sources  

 Give reasons why there may 

be different accounts of 

history looking at propaganda 

and different sources.  

 Ask questions of the source 

material and suggest sources 

of evidence from a selection 

provided to help answer 

questions. 

 

 Research two versions of 

an event and say how they 

differ 

  Research what it was like 

for a child in a given period 

from the past and use 

photographs and 

illustrations to present 

their findings?  

 Give more than one reason 

to support an historical 

argument 

 Communicate knowledge 

and understanding orally 

and in writing 

 Offer points of view based 

upon a historical enquiry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 

group 

Chronological awareness Knowledge and 

understanding 

Historical contexts Organise evaluate and 

communicate information 
Year 5   Use dates and historical 

language in their work 

 Create a chronological 

timeline with different time 

periods outlined which show 

different information, such 

as, periods of history, when 

famous people lived, etc.?  

 Use their mathematical 

skills to work out exact time 

scales and differences as 

need be? 

 

 Describe historical events 

from the different period/s 

they are studying/have 

studied 

 Make comparisons between 

historical periods; explaining 

things that have changed 

and things which have 

stayed the same 

 Choose reliable sources of 

factual evidence to describe 

aspects of life, people's 

beliefs and attitudes and 

differences in status.  

 Identify how aspects of life 

have changed during a time 

period and give reasons why 

backing it up with evidence. 

 Question reliability of source 

material and can give reasons 

why something is or is not 

reliable.  

 Realise that there is often 

not a single answer to 

historical questions and give 

clear reasons why there may 

be different accounts.  

 Know that people can 

represent events or ideas in 

ways that persuade others. 

 

 Present detailed findings 

giving reference to 

historical skills being 

taught. 

 Present information in an 

organised and clearly 

structured way and in the 

most 

effective/appropriate 

manner (eg written 

explanation, tables and 

charts, labelled diagram). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year group  Chronological awareness Knowledge and understanding Historical contexts Organise evaluate and 

communicate information  

Year 6   Identify where a period of 

history fits on a timeline 

 Locate a specific event on a 

timeline by decade  

 Place features of historical 

events and people from past 

societies and periods in a 

chronological framework 

 Use words and phrases for 

movements or times of 

change such as: Industrial 

Revolution, Renaissance, 

classical period, cold war, 

world war, evacuation, 

rationing 

 

 Demonstrate a good 

understanding as to how 

crime and punishment has 

changed over the years 

 Begin to appreciate that how 

we make decisions has been 

through a Parliament for 

some time 

 Identify significant events 

in history have helped shape 

the country we have today 

 Explain the role that Britain 

has had in spreading 

Christian values across the 

world 

 Describe how some changes 

impact both on subsequent 

periods, and, in the long 

term, on today's society.  

 

 

 Evaluate the usefulness and 

accuracy of different sources 

understanding the effect of 

propaganda, bias, 

misinformation and opinion.  

 Form own opinions about 

historical events from a range 

of sources.  

 Select the most appropriate 

source material, using primary 

and secondary , for a 

particular task.  

 

 Test out a hypothesis in 

order to answer a question 

 Identify how historical 

artefacts have helped us 

understand more about 

British lives in the present 

and past 

 Present detailed findings 

giving reference to 

historical skills being 

taught in a way that shows 

awareness of an audience.  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 


