
              

French Overview  

Intent 
Cobham Primary School intends to use the Language Angels scheme of work and resources to ensure we offer a relevant, broad, vibrant and ambitious foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our 

pupils using a wide variety of topics and themes. All pupils will be expected to achieve their full potential by encouraging high expectations and excellent standards in their foreign language learning - the long-term aim 

being that children are able to study languages beyond Key Stage 2 and use their language knowledge to contribute to the local and global community they will live in.  

The intent is that all content will be continuously updated and reviewed annually, creating a dynamic programme of study that will be clearly outlined in both long-term and short-term planning. This will ensure that the 

foreign language knowledge of our pupils progresses within each academic year and is extended year upon year throughout the primary phase and, in so doing, will always be relevant and in line with meeting or 

exceeding national DfE requirements. In recognition of the impact of Covid remote learning on French instruction, we have realigned the curriculum to ensure that there are no gaps in children’s skills and knowledge 
and this will be reviewed as we progress throughout the new curriculum.  The curriculum is built around the pillars of vocabulary, grammar and phonics, enabling all children to make rapid progress, develop high 

order skills, deep and cemented knowledge, as well as great confidence and self-belief in their own abilities.   

The four key language learning skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing will be taught and all necessary grammar will be covered in an age-appropriate way across the primary phase. This will enable pupils to 

use and apply their learning in a variety of contexts, laying down solid foundations for future language learning and also helping the children improve overall attainment in other subject areas. In addition, the children will 

be taught how to look up and research language they are unsure of and they will have a bank of reference materials to help them with their spoken and written tasks going forward. This bank of reference materials will 

develop into a reference library to help pupils recall and build on previous knowledge throughout their primary school language learning journey.  

The intent is that all pupils will develop a genuine interest and positive curiosity about foreign languages, finding them enjoyable and stimulating. Opportunities to connect languages with their wider learning will 

encourage motivation and aspirations in the subject. Learning a second language will also offer pupils the opportunity to explore relationships between language and identity, develop a deeper understanding of other 

cultures and the world around them with a better awareness of self, others and cultural differences. The intention is that they will be working towards becoming life-long language learners. 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Knowledge 

 

Vocabulary 

Numbers to 20 
Nouns for feelings. 
Adverbs of feeling. 
Age, name, location. 
French food, drinks and snacks. 
Greetings. 

Nouns for family members 
Words for name, age and family relationship. 
Numbers to 100 
Common classroom objects. 
 
Grammar 
Adjectival agreement 
First person verbs 
Gender/agreement and determiners and articles 

Modal verbs: Je voudrais 
Plural articles and determiners 
Nouns, articles/determiners & possessive adjectives (my). 

Knowledge 

 

Vocabulary 

Numbers to 20 
Nouns for feelings. 
Adverbs of feeling. 
Age, name, location. 
French food, drinks and snacks. 
Greetings. 

Days of the week. 
Roman history. 
Nouns for family members 
Words for name, age and family relationship. 
Numbers to 100 
Common classroom objects. 
 
Grammar 

Adjectival agreement 
First person verbs 
Negative form ne...pas de 
Gender/agreement of articles and determiners 

Knowledge 

 

Vocabulary 

Numbers to 20 
Nouns for feelings. 
Adverbs of feeling. 
Age, name, location. 
Nouns for animals. 
High frequency verbs (j’ai, je suis, j’habite) 
Sports 
Nouns for family members 
Words for name, age and family relationship. 
Numbers to 100 
Common classroom objects. 
 

Grammar 

Adjectival agreement 
First person verbs 
Indefinite articles 
Connectives mais and et 

Knowledge 

 

Vocabulary 

Nouns for family members 
Words for name, age and family relationship. 
Numbers to 100 
Plants. 
Habitats. 
Nouns for animals. 
High frequency verbs (j’ai, je suis, j’habite) 
Sports 
Countries and languages 
Common classroom objects. 
 
Grammar 

Nouns, articles/determiners & possessive 
adjectives (my). 
3rd person conjugation of regular ‘er’ verbs. 
Indefinite articles 
Connectives mais and et 



3rd person conjugation of regular ‘er’ verbs. 
Indefinite articles 
Negative form je n’ai pas de... 
 
Phonics 

I IN IQUE ILLE 
Elision in je m’appelle 
Liaison: ils ont. 
Silent letters: s, t, x, z. 
 
French life, language and culture 

French food 
French traditional tales 
Le Poisson d’Avril 

 

Indefinite, definite and partitive articles and determiners 

Modal verbs: je voudrais 
Plural articles and determiners 
Nouns, articles/determiners & possessive adjectives 
(my). 
3rd person conjugation of regular ‘er’ verbs. 
Indefinite articles 
Negative form je n’ai pas de... 
 

Phonics 

I IN IQUE ILLE 
É E È EAU EUX 
Elision in je m’appelle 
Silent letters: s, t, x, z. 
 
French life, language and culture 

French food 
Roman Gaul 
French traditional tales 
La Carnaval de Nice 

 

First person singular conjunctions of high frequency verbs 
(positive and negative) 
Structure qui s’appelle 
Full conjugation of irregular verb ‘faire’ 
Adjectival changes in different sentences. 
Nouns, articles/determiners & possessive adjectives 
(my). 
3rd person conjugation of regular ‘er’ verbs. 
Indefinite articles 
Negative form je n’ai pas de... 
 
Phonics 

I IN IQUE ILLE 
É E È EAU EUX 
QU Ç GNE EN AN 
Elision in je m’appelle, n’ai, d’oiseau 
‘H’ Aspiré 
Silent letters: s, t, x, z, ent. 
 
French life, language and culture 

French food 
Le Bleuet de France 
The Olympic Games and France 

First person singular conjunctions of high 
frequency verbs (positive and negative) 
Structure qui s’appelle 
Full conjugation of irregular verb ‘faire’ 
Adjectival changes in different sentences. 
Recognise and categorise nouns, verbs and 
adjectives. 
 
Phonics 

I IN IQUE ILLE 
É E È EAU EUX 
QU Ç GNE EN AN 
Silent letters: s, t, ent, x, z. 
Elision in je m’appelle/il s’appelle/elle 
s’appelle/j’ai, n’ai, d’oiseau 
Nasal sounds. 
‘H’ Aspiré 
 
French life, language and culture 

French food 
The second world war in France 
The Olympic Games and France 
La Galette des Rois and French New Year 
celebrations 

 
Skills 

 

Listening 

To be able to understand a simple question. 
To perform a simple role play. 
Understanding words and simple, high frequency phrases. 
Listen to a whole familiar fairy tale in French. 
Develop gist listening skills. 
Using strategies to understand new spoken language. 
Respond to simple instructions. 
 
Speaking 

To ask and answer a simple question. 
Being able to present ourselves in French. Saying what we are 
called, how old we are, where we live and our nationality. 
To perform a simple role play. 
Using words and simple, high frequency phrases. 
Use simple phrases from a story. 
 
Reading 

Decoding skills 

Understanding a menu 
Reading a survey 
Use pictures and written words to recall new language 
Develop gist reading skills. 
Using strategies to understand new written language. 
 
Writing 

Skills 

 

Listening 

To be able to answer a simple question. 
To perform a simple role play. 
Understanding words and simple, high frequency 
phrases. 
Respond to simple instructions. 
 
Speaking 

To ask a simple question.  
Being able to present ourselves in French. Saying what 
we are called, how old we are, where we live and our 
nationality. 
To be able to give a negative response to a question. 
To perform a simple role play. 
Using words and simple, high frequency phrases. 
Using words accurately in a sentence. 
 

Reading 

To remember and quickly recall words the meaning of we 
read. 
Decoding skills. 
Understanding a menu 
Reading a survey 
 
Writing 

To improve spellings in French. 

Skills 

 

Listening 

To be able to understand a simple question. 
To perform role plays. 
Respond to familiar phrases. 
Respond to simple instructions. 
Answer questions about what we have heard. 
 

Speaking 

To ask and answer a simple question. 
Being able to present ourselves in French. Saying what 
we are called, how old we are, where we live and our 
nationality. 
Using phrases and extended sentences. 
 
Reading 

Decoding skills 

Decoding longer, unknown texts 
Recognising adjectival agreement 
Answering true/false questions about a sentence in 
French. 
Using dictionaries to decode new words. 
 

Writing 

To write longer sentences using connectives. 
To accurately form a sequence of sentences. 
 

Skills 

 

Listening 

Listening comprehension. 
To understand questions. 
To answer questions about a piece of spoken 
French. 
Respond to simple instructions. 
 
Speaking 

Adapt known vocabulary to create our own 
sentences. 
Increased fluency and accuracy in speaking. 
Manipulating language based on increased 
knowledge and awareness. 
Reading 

Reading comprehension, including reading for 
information. 
Recognising adjectival agreement. 
Answering true/false questions about a 
sentence in French. 
Decoding longer, unknown texts 
Decoding texts that include unfamiliar 
language (using language supports and 
dictionaries). 
 
Writing 

Accurate use of types of word in a sentence. 



Reproduce accurate words and spellings. 
To accurately form simple phrases. 

 

To accurately form simple sentences. 
To write a sequence of sentences. 

 

 
 
 
 

Longer sentences using connectives. 
Accurate grammar structures in a sentence. 
Writing longer and more interesting 
sentences. 
Write a sequence of short sentences. 
Write a short letter. 

 


