
Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Year 4 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

A Happy New Year to you all; we hope you have all had a fantastic Christmas and a well-

deserved rest.  May we take this opportunity to thank you all on behalf of the Year 4 

team for your incredible generosity and all the lovely cards and presents we received. 

We were very touched – thank you so very much. 
 

Here is a summary of the learning that we will be covering during Terms 3 and 4.  

 

In English this term we will begin by exploring Varjak Paw by SF Said, as the basis and 

stimulus for our writing.  In addition, we will be using the graphic novel Mouse, Bird, 

Snake, Wolf by David Almond. We are confident the children will enjoy English 

immensely over the next two terms.  We will be continuing to write in a range of formal 

and informal styles, using more complex sentence structures and increasingly advanced 
vocabulary and punctuation. With this in mind, it is vital that children keep up their daily 

reading and learning of their spellings, to complement their writing and extend their 

working vocabulary.  
 

Reading as always is a priority for all of our children, as it opens up the world to them in 

so many ways. The email from Mrs Saunders earlier today hopefully demonstrates our 

whole school focus on this amazing and life enhancing skill. All we are asking of every 

parent is that you hear your child read EVERY day and share a love of books with them 

throughout this term. No other homework will be set other than this and spelling 
contract! We will hopefully see a massive impact upon the children's reading this term.  

 

With this in mind, we will only be changing reading books on a Monday each week to enable 

to children to read and explore a text fully. Please encourage your children to read a 

text more than once and spend time discussing the events, their favourite parts and the 

vocabulary. Talking about books is a key way to encourage a love of reading. Spending this 

additional time, will also encourage your child to develop key reading skills in fluency, 
vocabulary and grammar, inference, predicting, explaining and evaluating, retrieval and 

summarising. Bug Club is also a key resource that we will be encouraging the children to 

use each week. The quizzes are a great way to continue to develop reading comprehension 

skills. This will also provide extra books, should your child need it.  

As an added incentive, the certificated `Reading Challenge’ - to read daily with an adult 

for 10 to 15 minutes – will continue this term and be checked each Monday.  

 

In Maths, we have lots of existing concepts to embed and revise, and new concepts to 
learn and expand upon.  We will continue to look at the basic operations of addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division; practising and refining the methods so that they 

can use and apply the most efficient method. Fractions and decimals will also be covered 

in great depth during Terms 3 and 4.  Quick recall of times tables will become even more 

important as the year progresses and it is important that your child knows all their times 

tables by heart, along with the corresponding division facts up to 12x12.  For example – 
6 times 7 is 42 so there are 7 groups of 6 in 42.   We will focus on times tables daily in 

the class, but this is something that could easily be practised for 5 minutes every day at 



home too.  Times tables, along with telling the time and handling money at home will help 

to support our classroom learning.  
 

Science this term is all about electricity and will involve lots of practical experiments to 

assess how electrical circuits work and the effects of different component parts on the 

circuit. Electricity is a really hands-on topic that children will enjoy immensely. Term 4 

promises to be just as exciting as we will be learning about states of matter – solids, 

liquids and gases. We explore the properties of each and find how each can change state.  
 

 

In History, we are continuing to develop our learning about the Romans with a particular 

focus on the invasion of Romans into Britain and their legacy that still remains today. In 

Geography in term 4 we will be learning about rivers, in particular the River Thames. We 

will be locating rivers on maps of the UK, exploring how rivers are formed and their uses. 

 
 

In Art we will be learning a range of new skills. This is an exciting new unit where the 

children will be learning about optical illusions, sculptures, colour mixing as well as 

symmetry to sketch still life. The children will be introduced to new artists such as: 

Barbara Hepworth and Giorgio Morandi. We will begin by trying to imitate their style and 

then try to use their work to stimulate our own ideas. 

In Term 4, the children will be working in groups to adapt an existing biscuit recipe whilst 

taking into account the cost of the ingredients and cost of expenses against a set budget.  

 

In RE this term, our learning will focus on right and wrong, and how religions try to 

influence our choices in this. We will explore and compare the ‘golden rule’ in Christianity, 
Judaism and Humanism. After reflecting upon the Ten Commandments, we will learn how 
religious teachings have helped to influence the actions of inspirational people.  

 

In Computing we will be learning about computing systems and networks. We will be 

working collaboratively in a responsible way as well as looking at a range of collaborative 

tools. We will experience surveys, spreadsheets and learn how to extract information 

and analyse data. 
 

In French we will be starting out new uni ‘La Famille’. During this unit, the children be 
learning how to talk about their family members as well as reading about families.  

 

PE will be on Thursdays and Fridays and will include an outdoor session so please ensure 

that your child has a suitable kit for the cold weather. A spare pair of socks and a 

plastic bag for their muddy trainers would be a useful addition to PE kits. As you know, 

come rain or shine we do go outside, so please ensure during these colder terms that 

your child has appropriate waterproof outdoor clothing. This term we will be developing 

our basketball and netball skills. For our indoor PE, circuit training, a pair of shorts will 

also be needed. Our PE days can change so please ensure that your child has their kit in 

school every day.  

In PSHE our theme for this term in dreams and goals. We will be focusing on our 
aspirations, how to achieve goals and understanding the emotions that go with this. We 

will be learning how to persevere and remain focused even when things are difficult. 

Furthermore, we will be learning the meaning of resilience and how to remain positive. As 



always we will be focusing on our school’s TRUST values, developing our understanding of 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural aspects even further.   
 

As always, we would like to reiterate that your continued encouragement and support is 

vital to your child’s success.  School and home should be a partnership working together 

to support your children in their learning and to maximise their success, therefore should 

you or your child have any worries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us.  Even 

though book changes will now be weekly, we will still check reading records daily, so any 
notes or messages can continue to be written here.  

 

We are certain that we will have another fantastic term and we look forward to helping 

your child achieve their goals.  

 

Many thanks 

 

Mrs Joshua, Mrs Brooker and Mrs Merry. 
 


